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AN EXPEDIENT. 
TO PRESERVE PEACE 


and Amitie, among diſſenting 
BRETHREN, 
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(2) 
of the Son, . reconciling of us, to the Father. ' Meeteth with ſuch 
Malignancy and oppoſition inthe world, that ro the rruc profeſ- 
ſors of ir, ir becomerh, 'a Goſpel of warre and harred, and perſe- 
ention. This is the condition ofthe faichfuil, robe alwayes in 
outward tronbles, wherein were they nor ſapporced wich inward 
peace, they were ef all men , moſt miſerable. Upon this ground 
Martin L ther, that undanted champion of the trath, being raxed 
by the Emperour i a great Conncell, chat he was the man, who 
by his DoRrine kad difterbed che long continued Peace in Eer- 

: Anſwered, that what others thought he could not tell, bur 


it rejoyced his hearc , to ſee that there wag diviſions, about, rhe 


word of God; for Chriſt came not co bring peace but the Sword. 
By all this it appeareth , that asevery true beleever mult expe&t 
tribulation in this werld, ſo hee ſhall have peace with God , and 
onght to have peace and communion one with another ; Chreft 
when he left his Diſciples, left chem Peace fora Legaey., and a 

ent, to love one another; weare alſo frequently 
exhorted, co follow after Peace ; to bee of one mind , and pre- 
ſerve the nnicy of the ſpirit, in the band of Peace. Hoy comes ir 


then about that we ſee (6 many minds, among brethren, who will | 


all paſſe for the Diſciples of Chref# ; and thar from the diverſity 
of minds, wee ſee, ſomany rents and ſeparations, whereby the 
bond of Peace is broken, an1 the ſpirits of men, diſunited! Cer- 
cainly when it commeth ſo far, it can proceed from no other roog 
chen from oor lufts , which war ia our carthly members. Ouher- 
wiſe difference of juigement, among truc beleeyers,. inche ſig. 
ecre_ſcarch of tracth , may well Rand with nnicy of affeRtions, 
withour breach of Peace. For ir.ismanifefl enongh, that che truc 
belcevers ever the whele world, arenot of one. mind, inallthings 
chat-concecne Religion, and che worſhigfof Ged. Witnefſe the 
ſeyerall formes of antward worſhip, among all Nations, no leffe 
various then their faſhions. And thismay alſo happen, among 
che faickfall, aſwell in the ame. as in.ſeverall Nations ; vay if we 
conſider ic home, yyee (hall find, che like difference in our (elyes, 
chat we meed not wonder ac ic, in ethers; for what Chriſtian is 
there, who in packuic and tady for watb,0vſcrverh not in himſelf, 


, 


(3) 
degrees, and diverſities of jadgernent ; evety day teacheth know 
ledge; this life being a time of growth, not of perk - Never- 
thelefſe, no man hateth himſelf, becauſe he formerly kneyy not ſo 
much, as now he doth, but rather praiſeth God, for hanine revea- 
ledto him, a greater meaſure efknowledge by this rule , wee 
ſhould deale with others, as we do with onr ſelyes, forthar is the 
rale of Charity. Weare all Gods building, and albcir, they way 
cbaneeto differ among themſelves. They are nor for that comake 
a breach inthe building; but in Love and Peace, faffer their 0- 
pinions, to bee tryed, by the word of God, making that the deci- 
der, zot the breeder of eontroverſies. | 
This being premiſed, I will proceed to the ſubjeR, lying before 

me, and take my beginning, fromthe beginning it ſelf. 

Almighty God ; ca all bis own works in order, was pleaſed 
tro wake Man, a ſociable creature; firſt in himſelf, affociatipg an 
earthly and heavenly nature , that one might gnideard gererne 
the othcr ; -avd himſelfe receive glory frem beth. Then by in-, 
ereftingin that compounded nature, rules of ſpiritual and hu- 
wane duty , whereby he might be fitred for a well-beivg, inthe 
ſociety of others. , | 

For as the copjuaRion of flefh and ſpirit, thangh parts fac dif. 
fering in nature\, make onewen; ſothe conjunRiion of many 
men, thongh of ſererall ages, completions, humors, palſfions,cal- 
lines and degrees, make up a common-wealkth, for the goed efall, 
in their reryporall well-being. Even {@ likewiſe, "the conjundti- 
vn of many ſpirits and minds of men, chongh difſenting | 4s vent 
ons. wayes and ſtrength of judgement , yet 8ytming ac the 
end, by faith in Chrif, toattain ſalvation. Maketh a common. 


Fleſh alone, nor ſpirit alone, canner make a man. but the nnien 
of both, no-more can a Common-wealth by it ſejf, nora Chaceh 
by it ſelf, make men remporally and eternally , burthe unl-. 
ty and hatmony ef both. They are ſo conjoyned abd intwined 
together , that as the ſoule iginthe , ſo is rhe Church in the 
Common-yealth : fingle they cannor ſubſift. For there never was 
ner can there be, any —_— efmen, that bodied themſelves,” 
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_ union or a Church, for'the good of all, in their eternall yel-bei x... 
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into a Common-yyealrh, who agreed not.in ſome kind of Religis 
on ; neither canany multitude of men body themſelves , into a 
Church , bat they muſt be ſubje&ro ſome kind of gorerament, 
Theſe rive.cannot be ſeparated, without the ruine of both. Sepe- _ 
ration deflroying Society , wherein confifech rhe happineſle of 
man ;' forin heaven, wez'eanaor bee happy alone, nor on earch 
without ſociety. Theſe principles are weaten by che God of oc... 
der, intherables of humane nature, which ate commonly called, 
che light or the Law of natgre. Bur fin and time having fo ſal- 
lyed that'CharaGter, that ir was ſcarce legibl2 by poſterity. God 
was pleaſed to revive it againe, to his.peculiac people; Writing 
it, with his own fipger, in Tables of lone, to authorize and mo- 
ralize ir, toall generations, for their 950d, therein giving power 
tothe Magiſtrate to take care, forthe keeping and preſerving, 
of both Tables; placiag our duty ro him, betyyeen our duty to 
God, and towards our neigh>onc, that hee might looe , for the 
goodof man borh wayes. Oar duty to G2J, is contayn:d in fey 
et preceprs , but more words; it ſeeming neceſſary , that God 
ſhonldexplaine himſelfe, in his owncaule, |erving no power to a- 
ny man, toadde or diminiſh, or interpret his Lawes, bat by his 
ovn word ; Which made 4/0/27, though he were a Law-giverin 
ff yethe would not-judge , the gatherer offticks upon the 
bath day, without conſalcation with the Lord. Before the 
written Law, ey:ry ther ofa family was both Pcieſt and Magi- 
ſtrate, to looke to both ; an the greater the family or ſoctety was 
ſo: much higher was the Magiltrace, and revercnced with more 
Honour, as being the comman para, caring for the whoteConn« 
i This Law -checefare of Nature, being the. very dictate, of 
od himſelf, may nor. lmpeoperlp be termed a divine Law.There 
were alſo other Lawes, which. God preſccibed by. his ſecyant Afo- 
ſer, to the people of Z/rael, yomcks and Tuliciall Lawes, for 
preſerving humane ſocicty, and goverriing the Conmmon-wealrh; 


and Ceremaniall[Lawes, forthe ourward manner and forme of 
his pu - 'worſhip ; for pecformance whereof , he ordained di- 
_- Saetifices and Sacriticers ;81lorting maincainanee forthem 
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Bur wheoeh- tine fore-2ppoinced came”; that God wouldre: 
foreman, to that happinefle,-he had delervedly lat the fin of 
the firl} Adm ; he ſen hjs,onely Son TeſinChrif the Jecond 4- 
ew, in the Reih-; who after he had manifeſted his ine power 
tathe world, by bis DoRtrine and miracles; didby his laft wotds 
en the Croſſe, and by the firft viible cefliniony ofthe power of his 
death fipiſh and conſummare the Law, and rentfrom the tOp to 
rhe botcome, the vaile of ſeparation ; by both declaring, the ne- 
cellity of types, and ceremonies, places and titties of worſhrp if. 
terences of people , Sacritices and Sacrificers, fixed and iropro- 
priated maintainapce ; for any of them, was no I4nger to bee 
continned ſtcictly- in the lecter ; although. a moral equity 
ſhadowed by them was co be perpetua!l. Neither did'bur Sayiour 
inthe conication ot hisEvangelicall Charch,revive any of thern, 
nor ordain any ſet torm of worſhip, rule for goyerment ors cer. 
taired and ſpeciall maincainance for his Miniflers { bnt 6nly re- 
paired and rellored man, . to that way 'and mannerof we hip, 
whieh Ade had in his innoceney, preſcribing him, to ſerteGoJ 


rhe Father of ſpirits, in ſpirit and incrath, witheut ochi con- 
tining him to time, place, geſture, pcRuce, or antes, 
whi of cheir own Dacnare..arc not confineable; : Tn 


permanently onfiteable; 

like ſorr, the bleſſed Apollles, whom Chriftſent into the World, 
to publiſh the glad tydings of Salvation,” laid no other ſgundari. 
on, as neceſſary thereumo;then le Chriſt, and what he had laid 
himſelf, for they wete only maſter builders, on thit corner flo: 

Chriſt Tefms- What they declared to any People converred ro the 
Goſpel concerning 3ny rvle of arder, about the ontward wan; or . 
his Chriflian behaviour,in publike ſervice ; ic was ovly a tempo- 
rary - 240 mpeg rathe _ Conan and oceafions,zyher. 
in they lived; not nuiverlallybin{ing toll Nations, and: - 
ena wo Intheic dayes, ———_— drug 
nor Cheillian Magiftrate,nor 2Ny publike power, 10 @vtitenan 

or appoint the, outward government of the Chtrch'; "its defina 
whereof, it wat neceſiacy forthem, co make ſuch'd 


'Oers ang cno6 
{licnrjong as! re, farthoſe preſent times; Seve 1helef 
as Chr anti corweponhimn ell envoy ſo, gave hee 
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aenc ; to higApofles, nor they, to the Miniflers facceeding.For 
when Chrif was required, to divide an inheritance, berwixe two 
brothers, he asked with indignation, who had made him a Judge 
er divider'ofer them ; and when the caſe of the Ince ſtuous per- 
ſon, fell ont at Corinth , St. Paw! inflited notempora!l puriſhe 
ment upoli him, only adviſed the brethren, that whiles hee {{o0d 
obflinate agfiiofl all reproof; co ſhun kis company, and caf{ kim 
ont Of their communion , that the ſhame thereot, making him 
ſenſible of his ſinne, it might beget repentance; and wake him 
returne,, tothe fellowſhip efttue beleevers. 1 verily thinke, 
that if all the direRions, which the Apoliles have left recordedin 
Scripture, were laid in one view together ; no man, nor multi- 
tudes of men , how learncd ſeever could colled, or frarae our of 
them all , an exat body of Church goverument, is all che parts 
and Circumflances thereof, to bee impoſed as a divine, binding, 
infallible rule , upon all Chriflian Churches and Kingdomes, 18 
the world; Indeed where we meet , with any Conncels or con« 
ſiitutions ofthe bleſſed Apoliies, who were holy men, indaed with 
more immediate power, Chrift, with a larger meaſure efthe 
ſpirit of truth, and conſequently with a greater certainty of judg- 
ment, then any of their Miniſteriall lucceflors ; we may rely w 
on them , and make them our patternes ; only remembring 
difinftion of times, that the Apoſtolicall Church, was in infancy, 
and under perſecution, and the Engliſh, in full growrhand dowi- 
nion ; in ſo much , that inthe framing of Eccleſiaſticall orders, 
aneye and regard mull ever bee had, tothe civill Governmenr, 
ivhichalwayes aymeth atthe publike gocd , both of Church and 
S:are, wherein the Clurch is lodged. The Mivifters doubrlefle, 
have power by cheir office, to adviie and inflruRt, exhort and re- 
buke out of the word, in a brotherly way , but it is as doubtleſſe, 
that the power is inthe Chriſtian Magiftrace, wpon hearing their 
adyice, to conflzute and eftabliſh , ” under the naturall notion of 
order. ſach decrees, as upon duc debate, and deliberation, they 
ſhall findmod wholſome and agreeable to the preſent State. This 
is alſo robe ebſerved, that no man ought to take varo himſelf, the 
office and honour, co Miniflet for his brethren, io things pertain- 


ing 
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ing unto God, nyleſſe hee be lawfully 21 
himſelf, was ſept by the Father, er none 
oftice; by Chrift , theholy Apo flles\ we "Qt ito 
world, frem whom they 111d their pnmediare- Ca <= * 
the bleiſed Apolliles following their pattern,did no tombeien 
appoint Paſtors everell Churches in cheir preſence b 
ſoleft rules and direRions, far ordaining ail erhen 
to come, till the worlds end. I make no queſft 
i) our dayes, call and ſtirre op many rothisholy oft 
cular motions of his Spirit ; yer that. exerag 
ſo called, from manifefling and epprovidgetake vi —_ 
ding to the rules leſt in Scripture : where we 
to try the ſpiries of men, whither Abe ofa 
rits ofthe Prophets, pecnliarly ſuch as are calledro rh 
are ſubjeR to the Prophets, as firring ro betryed/ a 
by them, who by long experience ; and without rep 
converſed»in the Church, aud diſpenced: the SY f Sal- 
vation. ; 
From this brief and p_ dednRion, I ſhall 
few Pohtions, as gr lines of the diſcourſe enſuing. - TW 


1. That God bath by his Sen, taken away all ties of her 
for obſerving end wg or pareel of the Ceremoniall Law. 
2 That God by Chritt, hath reſtored wan to eons I 
fo , which Adam had is time A | F 
3+ That Chvilt bath net ſet or abſatuts » | | 
Government in bis Churc ending A thmes and NN, 
4+ T hat whatſoever the Apoſtles > cp outward Go. 
Uerument , it WAI n0t, in Nature of an —— Law, but only 
v1 WAJ wag and advice, anſwerable to riſe P _ Peres 
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——_ aletted themes, by Chrift or his 
the gencrall , that it be and plemifull, that 
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learning the matxner and ſpecial determination, to the Chriſtian 


HMeagiftrate and the Lawes of the Land. . 
6. Thut the Chriſtian Magiſtrate haththe higheſt power, of ir- 
dering and governing the Church of Ged' which % a viſible 
. company , net ontly of Miniſters and Officers, but of all Belee= 
vers.; Aud is iniruſted to him, foreſmuch, ac the Church u in 
the Commun-wealth, and not.the Common-wealth in the 
Chnrch, 

« Whoſorver hath a Miſſion, to undertake the Miniftery, ought 
firſt ts find himſelf inwardly called, then undergo « lawfull 
Tryali, and reveive approbation, with the prayers and beneditti- 
on of the Precbitery, 


Now concerning this great cofitroverſie in our Common- | 
wealth, about the government of the Church. I ſhall from theſe 
Principles, ing to che ſmall ability God hack given me, 
unbyafled; by any:opinion or affeRtion, to any kind of Govern- 
menc, nor yet for any govetous, nor ambitious deſire or deſign in 
ray ſelf, bac meerly ayming at the good of Gods Church and of 
my Country ; ſex, down, how I conceive, our ſupteam Magi- 
Arate; may eflabliſh; ſfach a Church government, as might pre- 

ſerve Amity among ;Brechren, yet nor oppngne any-rules Cherilt 
hath left behind him. | TR 

The tw@houſezof Parliament, have already, upon ripe deli- 
beration, paſſed an Ocdinance for 8 Presbyreriall government, 
with all the limitations thereof + Which government Fam veri- + 
lyperſwaded ; if ir be duly execured, wilfprove the beft Modera- 
tor, betwixe diſſenting Brethren, For it is ſuch a government, 
avraketh away the il} and exorbirance 'of any other, reſerving 
thar-which'is good inthem , and ſo much the better'it ought to 
be liked ; becauſe ir dilliketh choſe parties that oppoſe it; for 
ſfarsly hee is eftcemed the beſt and moſt unparriall Moderacor, 
who ir reconciling parties in ſuch indifferences. diſpjeaſeththem 
all; -yet if this g@vernment, may not have ſo muchas an Vm- 
pires power, to confirain obedience; or elſe purterh nor, thiac 
power intpraiſe: then it will be vilified" "amd of 0 lem. 
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Therefore rhat it may ner prove a dead ſclefſe ſetter, 1 doefich 
conceive, that ir ſhonld be eftabiſhed wich Peralties andputim 
preſent execution, and made poſitive ; without allowing « linti= 
red time nnto it for approbatiov. For without that, it way beal- 
tered in whole or in par, at the Judgement of the Makers ; bur 
with that, ic would leave every men, doubtfall and indifferent, 
7, will keflen or take away, the true value, and operation 
or 1t- : . 

In the next place, I conceive,as an eſpeciall wheel,of this mori. 
on,a0d a firong fortificaticn of theGovernment ; that care be ta- 
ken te keep and incourage the Miniflets ofthe word, in a perpe- 
tpall and conflant prafitife, oftheir Fundtion ;; and co remove all 
oceafions , which might.any way divertther , from their holy 
calling. ; | | 

Hr Gives it comes abour,I kcow not, but cxrtain-ic is, that 6 
thence, the Chatch was poyſoncd, with a ternporall revenue and 
carnall 


they have had any power; 
-apd the patterme of Chriff, - they 
aiprenance of their ſecular 


As to be- called Clergy , as ifthey were holy and che 

phane ; or Divines, ax ifthey wers all heavenly, and aot q 

ofthe ſame earth , On certainly they can bave na 
iniflers of che i 


higher ticle, then co be called Ge(pell; 

ruby Chet the glad cydings of reqenciliaties and Peace. 
For place and dignities,they areet iallwhich are zlready 
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willbe ready to give, cvencheir eyes , inceflimony of cheic love 
andeftimation of caem, I fhall farbeare in this place co ſer down 
+ parmigh how Covectuouſneſſe may b:e alſo remoyed from the 
iniſtery ; becauſe the remedy thereof, as of many ocher thinge 
cenducing tothe gobd of che Church ; hex Religion may bee 
perpetuated intrath and parity ; freed from che danger 


ofrelapfing to Popery; how the Miniſters may be forever pre- 


vided with a pleatifall maintenance over all the Kingdome , how 
their Widowes and Orphans, ( if there be aced ) may ba relier- 
ed, are-alrcady plainly and largely laiddown, in another Treatiſe, 
by a well-wilher, to the Peace efour Sion; which wayteth on- 
ly for a fit occakion to beeprodueed. ' Wherein no new charge is 
laid upon the people ; bur only part ofche pions dotatienvofone 
Anceſtors to the Charch, an1 g124d uſes, are reRifyed and 
redueed. 
_ - Thisbeingdone, it may they ſeeme neceilzry , ſo ro hedge 
and defend clus Governmene , held forrh by Batlizmthr ; that it 
ray neicherreceive damaye/from Enemies Without, nor bee wn- 
charitably torne and ſhatrered, by Schiſmes and opinions within. 
Ithach pleaſed God (> miraculouſly to blefſe his Kingdome; 


that we havechrown off the yoke of Rewe, an: 


-ourFackers:conld bear. The -Pope,and brew inf 
avdthetayle, are jent back from whenee they-eanie. The 


. Vineyard , and that common implaeable enemy from 


ground ; andannoy our Vineyard, andby craft or rudeneſſe, 


.W 
. Thac eh 
| Kkilirant againſt fruand Saran. The Mapiftracie tuft rake exre 
-ro preſerve ON: Gen Mi bavce, re 


erefore; our Church may injoy her peace, and'bee 


which they bad made, is by GoJs goodnes , 'andeare of this | it 
liament, / filled up , with a mederate Presbyreriall government, 
ſafficiently atmed co keep out the wild Boate, that def yed our 


re. ſome lirr}e'Foxes yer arnong us , chit earth in dur 


eakneſic or wilfalveſſe, bring ſcandals upon our holy profeſſion. 
bee ooely 


preſent conjantture of 
-onr Charch flandeth; chey who ſceme moſt to diftaft or oppoſe 
this kindof government, arc known amongt us, bythe name of | 
ily BenkdenyridraloePeve Rn IgUFFIb ering, 


' Ordinance of God. Yea, they ſeem to'bee ſo greedy of chis abſo. 


have already ſhown, that ne ſuch divine ſanRtion ratiſyed byChey# 
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J net. T know net, how ner by whem theſe vemer, were 
Invented, bart I make uſe ofthern,, ax qurrent rermes , by which 
they aro diſtinguiſhed. © Though indeed, it one ſeeming regird, 
diſclaiing as ſome 1ay the power of the'M iltrace, they are 
bath Indepegdanes , in cftet ; for (o they both wonld hang on 
rheir own hinges, nor have avy other judge of their Religious 26- 
tions, but themſelves; a thing whelly inednfiftent with our civil 
Governmen.t Oftkerigid Prezbyter12 08, We WAy account, as of 
younger brethten , men and minds ueerer a kintoeurs : yet ra« 
ther ayming to inveſt theraſclves, wich Will and Power, in 
kumility ſn>mic rothe Qcdinances of che Magiſtrate, wheis the 


lute power. overthe ections and Conſzjences of men, chat tather 
chen wart ie, they will derive their right from Jeſiu Chih, mma. 
Ling it [are 45v0t0 be ig themſelves. This wasalſathe Bi 
claiwe, and;hele brethren ſeem to ſet-up, Epilcopacy diſguiſed ; 

for they drive attke me ends, ſhunniog to Ivean acconnt of 
their ations rothe ſupreame Magil{rate, and ſubjeRting alf n 
toa ſeperated government of cheir awn ercRiov'z- bur becauſe” 


or his Apeltics,can be found, inthe records ofholy Serip c gate 
jexceoithe oe 


any mans C 
the fearc of 

necdleſle 
—- wealth. The 
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ſo long, as they are not convinced in their jn4gement, they ought 
Bot, to bee conftrained intheir Conſcience, nor forced, x 
to that, which they diſapprove ; Aud thit ind:ed is no unbrotherly 
plea, bac ſome ſay rhey flay nor thece, requiring farther a liberty 
ef Cenſcience, not only to be ſabjeR , or not ſabjeR, to the ſaid 
Goverament, but to have alſo a tolerarion, to ſer up anerher go- 
yernment againſt it, under che (ame authority, rhar diſalleyes it, 
cellingus that wee ought nt, to byxiſt the broken pred, ner quench 
ploy Flax, nor eff:nd our weak brethren , for whom 
Chrift dyed. | 
Whether this bee ( as ſome ſay ) only a popular flag. recall in 
mulcicudcs, to the Standard of liberty or net, I (hall beftory a lic- 
tletime , to ſearch and ſift, this point torhe Bran : and for the 
mere orderly cletring thereof, Iwilllaydown, as Ihare fer- 
done, ſome few affettions which T preſame , will nec bee 
yes, en cither fide ; the opening whereof, will diſeoyer the 
erath,, wee ſeck for, and make che objeHions , chat obſaure ic, 
vaniſh. : | 


b That the wary 6 Conſeienet is fo in it ſelfe , that it 
porno 50 1) ANY Ad od lod ah | 
2+ That there is no Rule, to bind the Conſcience , but ently the 
Comes thee. ts | FRED . 

» That the Chriftia» Magiſtrate judging and decreving by 

: that Rate, onthe ts be feel, for Conſents ſk. | 


Orthe firfl poinr, ic will get be amifſe ro looke inco the ma. 
cure of Liberty, and then vf Coſeicnce, from whenee will 
_— nnacouftrainedacile thereof. Liberty in generall' is 
a faculty ofthe Will, whereby it is engbled co accept orrefaſe 
any racdium or ovje& repreſented to ir as condneible to itgend. 
This Liberry is taken divers wayes ; there is a Nacurall,a Ciyill 
andas or Divine. Natara}H Liberty wherein we 
are borps, is a facaky of williag and biltiag, fiying oc follow- 
hy io SE ing, 


Jiaquect ef Gode warſhip, arid Communion of Saints, and when | 
they are deſired ro ſhew their reaſons, their Arongett plex is, that | 
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” wngor ili Y, or 


properly the Will,-and the objets good or evill in order topre- 
iev. Civill liberty isa freedome-which we exerciſe under 
[+ * IT of ſome Politicall ſociety. The Natwralliberty 
particular man, would bee the” greateſt arrive fall 

" any downs wee have Legera legends, which doe fiot p 
DEE liberty of Nature, to chosſe or refuſe, doe'vr' Madoc 
what naturally we liſt. The Will cannot be conſtrained. - 
a& of willing ( for it were a contradidtion to will 
bur by a Civill power i may bee reftrained from the ef 
ſome penalty preſcribed. Ie $ co be ohſeryed, chat his Een) 1 i. 
in ſome reſpects, is both larger and” narrower” chem the 
Naturall # Ic is larger, becauſe ina Civill conflirution the pre- 
ſervation of __ is oe caution'd and cared for t Andic 


thing in order 
ubje& rhereof is 


ings which wee mi att ral 
| goon here amay by the Ne Society. 
' Here is therefore a Liberey, bur fill under ſorne pow 
mel when amine of Narurall ; So thary 5] 
deere Oh _weod 
Er Rr 
bekat to be bennd with thoſe ep? el tis { beca 
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the Court of _Conſererce : hicher ote br: the Eftouri ofthe 
Vuder the ofthe hea the trop !ts af the 
AﬀeRticns, the diflewpers'o ens, the iſorders of the Be- 
dy, to receive" their. doom, to be appro proved or diſapproved, can- 
dermed or acquitted. She is furniſhed with all things, corcut- 
ring0 judgemept ; She bath right to accule, credir co witnefſe, 
power to judge ; in her, cheſe-things arc nor incompa 
When fhe accoſerh, you cannor jwplead her, for her bill 15 good 
in law. When fhee wicneffeth, , you camnot diſpreve ker, for the 
was preſent at. the fat; when the judgerh, you cannot 
from her, for there is no higher pewer on earth. Theretore lec 
us take the Conſcience of man, eyther in his el{ace corrupted, or 
regenerated ;.,we' ice all hnwain Power'is below , and conſe- 
quently can have no power toconſirain her, As the fight,capmec 
be forced, te diſcern that eloth black, whigh is white z nor che 
raſt, ub heney, bitter, which is ſweet ; no. more can the 


aprraycompeitey ro allow.tha! the cane 
—_— or condemn cha | ro: Teenie 
engines, commonly made uſe of, - robacrer the Conſeicyces of 
men ; Sophiſticacion, ard Perſeention, firfl rocnſnare mes, 
with Kh Oy Ind pers then if that mil nor 
ſerve, to comic - With violence 2 
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from thepurſuic of {infull, and. unlawfall. things, which would 
proye our poyſon, and pegdition, in which regard we. have grear 
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Cine meafare, beryixt the Magifrare and the conference, for 2s 
rhe wordof GoF binderiighie confefertcets obey,” fs it prefect. 


berhyghe Magiftrare eo gorerne; otherwicif arrhe hier Pricfi 
orbad che Apoiiles, to texelvimehe' mane of Fes ; (© May 
ftrace ral! impoſe any thing'apoir the people ;" contrary" ro; di- 
vine law, or the word revealed thecaf&tvphain, tharwe otzghr 
co obey Gol rather rhemmen. Ig JOU SH900 2 th 
. Fhrefe rubbs thus remooved in our way, 1 (aff proceed, to. 
the ſolving of ſuch @bjeRians, as are eommonly made by rote 
brerhren, chat challenge 2 liberry and exempiionfronr they bay- 
t« Firlt, rhey build! upon eur owne: ground; 'afle ins, that 
fince the nature of conſrence, is {6 free and'volnmary 10 felf 
Rrehi ber by Dn nts, on fpotclony hen. 7 
raine her, by kavys; or: þ , or impoſrtions' of ter, To 
which F anſver; that wemuſt remember to punt. difference, be- 
ewixt the conftratne, and'the reftraine of mens conftiences; no 
law nor power of man, can conftraine the conſcience, 'inher yo- 
hantary at; to.goe againſt her owne- light, or approve thar 
which ſhe condenmerh, or ſay ro ker 'felf), conftience; Elven; 
the may and ongfr, rather. ro ſaffery thery't po fucht'a con- 
Rraine, bur the Jawes of man, may fo farrereſfrafr? their liber-. 
y» that ſheproduce nor theatt, ofher private fence and free. 
mcohurtfull effets, ſuch as wh engpnper and diftorbs 

ber alwates obleryed, 
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Ay, ie may be againe: chjefied! thir-etifidag 
| yer forafimch, as no word of Serirture is' produced! ex. 
confirming this from of polity and*Pregbyrerian govern- 


and one ” the urg-acics and-© 
:re: Thaſe Brethren, that main- 
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(46) 
Thus ive read of the Elders of: Hirrn/alom, of dfntiochia, of E= 
ſus, of Corinth, of P ,' and many; mo, where the num- 
es of the faichfull were inlargeds. Whereby ic appearerh; that 
in the Apoliles times, and the rimes ſucceeding, ay”. nn 
Churches were Cicy Churches; conſitting/of divers Copgregat 
tions, and not congregationall, as 4s: prerended, - Independeric 
within theml(elyes. True itis, 'the' City church was commonly - 
independent within it (elfe, but thereof the reaſon; was, becaute 
the Cities in their civil toy were tree andunſubjeRed;other- 
wiſe the government of the City Church; -reached-as farre as - 
the juriſdiction of the Cicy. 'If all thts be crue, as it is made 
molt evident, by che unparuall ſearchers of Antiquity, we may 
herein obſerve a pattern, chough nor” a' precept for the fubordi- 
nation of Churches; for if inthe Apoſtles time, 4 Ciry church 
conlited of many congregations, by cheſame proportion, accor. 
ding to the increaſe of Beleevers, a Provinciali Church, may 
cont of many Cities, and a Nationall Church of many Provin- 
ces, and the Catholick Church of many Nations ; the Towel 
Rep was laid by the Apoſtles, the highelt Hep: is-a poine of our 
belief, and from the loweſt ro the highett, there is-no paſſage bur 
by gradarions; which is the ſcale of :that:goyernmene, now. held 
forth by Parliament. Burto rhis'maybe-replygd;; Allthis, that 
you ſay, is but corjecurall, and thathath nv-;power: to-bind the 
conſcience, which muſthaye aword- infallible -rq'reſt upop,; To 
this I anſiver, That for che ſubſtance | of this: goyprament, wee 


have che infalliblewordpf God, whiereof teicher part, doubceth ; 


rllble cane; fot char 6h. ch6.pes | 
any as mans w | 

coodibaſl;ev bermorally infallible; which proweds Tn rnom, 
who-neithev decervo, nor are deceivecs. Now Iſuppole, chac.the 
Paeliamenchark { fullydeclater Mepca Onbarged 
their cruſt; ineſtabliſhing chis thar-the nao oppo- 


fite thereuntd cantioe admit of {i a” <afoaky-angs, as if 
in conſcience, they  umaqmen', orc ward ; 
which as ic cleareth them, from the leati' ſuſpicion of ning, 

on 


% 


(ar) 
fo it is alſo manifelt, that they have uſed the Leſt, and moſt ap-" 
proved means allowed to mortall man, nor to be deevived; For 
18 this waighty worke they have beguy, with the invocation of 

Ot ;infal.tble Spiric, which is the: Author and-leader-ibco /all 
truth; afd have aſſembled Leartied andreligious men of cheko» 
ly calling, to ehter ifro free-deliberation, and'debare,) of thar 
kind of Charch-government; which rhey ſhou!d find molt con- 
ſohant ro Gods word ; andit after all this, we car imagine they 
have wg in their decrees; How can we, withour preſurgption, 
conceive the judpemencof any private men to be more gnfally 

"ble, Now /if any (Hall think rhar chis kind of government ineve- 
ry part thereof1s eſtabliſhed, with ſuch a perpetuall decree, that 
It cati tever be changed ; We muſt knory chat many thirgs way 

'be infallibly rrwe,” yer nor alwayes neceſſary ro be contipned., 
True inthe Anthor'of trith, enderd in the weans of crach.; and 

yer niaybe laid afide; when they are no lorg2r ulefull for edihca- 
tion, an example hereof, we may ſe2 in the ceremoniall Law, 


' which being int God himfelfe, no man will doubt, bur 
Irwat infallibly tr and being aboliſhed by the fame power thar 
falltbali inferre-i :litys Thi 


. 
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dz) 
thea the of of novelty, as though they were 
on But asour JoArine kach been  Riemts 


calumnies, to be the very dodrine of thefpirh 
ry & in the holy Scripmaces. So ic is alfo plaingrthar 
this of Gods Church, by the Presbycery dt rag 
and praRiſed in ths worth, Songs gy PORE whe 
in being, boch which are indeed novelties, 
corrupted men. It is clearly demonſrated from the _ 
Ys cup y Thr Apoteo an Erarglis knowing the I, woke 
Ort a Creonndph called che Pres 1 
a Col cerys with 
power to feedand govern the ſame, This form = 
nued in the Primitive Charch about RENTED 
rity, Afterwards by pride, and contention of the leaders, Biſhops 
were {et up above Presbyters, and when that equality was onac 
broken chere wasno ſt »p. Then Metropolicans were putabove Bi- 
and Parriarks above Metropolitan, and ac the lafl where= 
unto all rended, they brought forch that man offin, or ſon of perdi- 
tion the P Gn die a and hath eyer Gnce  ragna. 


eye: 
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God, which 
by his- divine power 
Pughr,/and 


ole: the middle raret wager | A 
now.the taft ghr of 


ipline. V 
ſalyes to be 
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ſend a babes corfttentiow;co deliver ir, and firvingne power to re> 
leaſe, he can hive #ontry bind ir, Hereumo T enfeger, tharthe Ma- 
giftrare not eo rake power himfaf, xv x mwitwc- 
quall 10his brethren, burthe power hehark is derived! from the” fir 


ed, n doubleneceffiry 
having put into the Magiſtraces hand a. 


ath incothe Mines 8 alſo for conſcieace ſake, and 
DS r= = 
cercain 


We 
hauld di him, ER reply.chac if allthis calleed an 
ken co maintain the of the race is no. LEISS 


era the xr HY a che - farre, = 
his will 


—_— this "rar þ nts as 4" bl parry 
bliſhed by the State, and therefore juſt ic is, that men ſhould be left 
in liberty of their conſciences, whether they would conforni there- 
unto or Ae». This bath in part been anſwered before, That it is nor 
the mind of the Magiſtrate co compel] any oy 6.00 m thereun- , 
IAN makes ond be oo it, alchoy P beſo in” 
and therefore in efeR that is but a vain,feigned,and frivo- 

lous to pretend that liberty againſt che Magiſtrate, which no 
Magiftrace can conſtrain, onely as the Apoſtle faith of faith abouc 
indifferent ; haf# thew faith, bave it tothy ſelf befors Goll.. 
ve Gay in this caſe,hab thou liberty ,have it to thy ſelf be- 
and thee, till he ſhall give thee a further light, and a li- 

Fpcens (nt well as to diſobey, but if chou contenteft nor oy, 
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muſt he underſtood for 4 wil-worthip,' and + Invention, 
Ai to evup Sr Gore hmane and ©: 
Gods word, and ro his glory 0445 VENT 288 Ny; py 
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neſle * conſcience, forget nor to 
rations, whereof the $cri tare is full; rhar-we fhoald delwetomy xr: 
the broken teede, Toe oflendithe leali of che tle ones,' nor calt- 
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